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HIGHLIGHTS
Statistical Release

Figures in this release are compared with the same quarter of the previous year 
(September 2010) unless otherwise stated. These figures are not seasonally adjusted.

FORESTRY PRODUCTION AND TRADE 
FOR THE SEPTEMBER 2011 QUARTER

 › Total forestry export earnings increased 
NZ$32.7 million (3.0 percent) to 
NZ$1.1 billion in the September 2011 
quarter. Export log earnings continue 
to be strong rising by $NZ77.2 million 
(25.8 percent) due to strong demand 
and high log prices, partially offset by a 
NZ$31.4 million (13.6 percent) fall in 
sawn timber export earnings.

 › China continues to dominate 
New Zealand’s log export market, with 
volumes rising 32.6 percent, to a record 
high of 2.2 million cubic metres since the 
series began in 1988. There are, however, 
indications in recent months that this 
demand is easing.

 › Total roundwood removals were up 
395 000 cubic metres (6.2 percent) to 
an estimated 6.8 million cubic metres 
this quarter. 

 › Sawn timber production fell 
113 000 cubic metres over the quarter 
due to a combination of high log prices, 
weak domestic demand and a high 
exchange rate. 

 › The annual value of forestry exports 
increased 13.9 percent to NZ$4.6 billion 
over the year ending 30 September 
2011, due to continued high demand 
for logs from China. Forestry accounted 
for 10.1 percent of total merchandise 
exports, compared with 10.0 percent in 
the year ending 30 September 2010.

HIGHLIGHTS

Harvesting activity
New Zealand roundwood removals increased 395 000 cubic metres (6.2 percent) 
to an estimated 6.8 million cubic metres this quarter, mainly due to sustained 
demand for export logs, partially o"set by a fall in domestic saw logs, down 
203 000 cubic metres (10.2 percent) over the same period. 

Log exports continue to underpin harvesting in New Zealand accounting for 
48.0 percent of total removals this quarter compared with 42.7 percent in the 
September 2010 quarter. 

Figure 1: Roundwood removals – quarterly volumes

Export logs
Total log export earnings continued to be strong increasing by NZ$77.2 million 
(25.8 percent) to NZ$376.8 million, despite volatile exchange rates over the 
September 2011 quarter. Log export volumes increased 531 000 cubic metres 
(19.5 percent) to 3.2 million cubic metres. #is is the fourth consecutive quarter 
log export volumes have totalled more than three million cubic metres, however, 
export volumes have eased back slightly from the peak recorded earlier in 2011.
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PANEL PRODUCTS PRODUCTION
Production of all panel products increased over the year ending 
30 September 2011, led by a 89 000 cubic metre (14.5 percent) 
increase in veneer production to 704 000 cubic metres.

PANEL PRODUCTS EXPORTS
"e export value and volume of panel products both increased 
over the year ending 30 September 2011, up 7.6 percent and 
12.7 percent respectively. 

PULP AND PAPER PRODUCTION
Total pulp production fell 16 000 air-dry tonnes (1.0 percent) to 
1.56 million air-dry tonnes over the year ending 30 September 
2011, mainly due to a fall in chemical pulp production, down 
23 000 air-dry tonnes (2.7 percent).

PULP AND PAPER EXPORTS
Total pulp export earnings increased NZ$7.5 million 
(1.2 percent) to NZ$620.6 million and volumes increased 
5000 tonnes (0.7 percent) to 800 000 tonnes over the same 
period.

New Zealand paper production fell marginally, down 
3000 tonnes (0.3 percent) to 920 000 tonnes over the year 
ending 30 September 2011. 

IMPORTS
"e total value of forestry imports increased NZ$15.1 million 
(1.1 percent) to NZ$1.4 billion over the year ending 
30 September 2011. "is represents 3.1 percent of total 

Table 4: Annual production quantities6

 
SEPTEMBER 2011 

YEAR (000 m3)

CHANGE FROM  
SEPTEMBER 2010  

YEAR (%)

Roundwood (m3)  26 107 11.4
Sawn timber (m3)  3 780 –6.7
Wood pulp (t)  1 564 –1.0
Paper (t)   920 –0.3
Fibreboard (m3)   692 2.3
Veneer (m3)   704 14.5
Plywood (m3)   382 14.3
Particleboard (m3)   154 9.2

merchandise imports, compared with 3.5 percent in the year 
ending 30 September 2010.

Imports of wood pulp and other forestry products were the 
main contributors to the increase in value, up NZ$4.8 million 
(28.9 percent) and NZ$16.1 million (3.9 percent) respectively. 
"is was partially o#set by a 1.3 percent (NZ$9.0 million) fall in 
expenditure on paper and paperboard imports.

Sawn timber import volumes increased 8000 cubic metres 
(20.2 percent) to 45 000 cubic metres, mainly due to 
imported volumes from China and USA, up 3000 cubic 
metres (933.0 percent) and 2000 cubic metres (61.8 percent) 
respectively. 

Table 5: Annual export quantities and values6, 8

 

EXPORT VOLUME EXPORT VALUE

SEPTEMBER 2011 
YEAR (000)

CHANGE FROM  
SEPTEMBER 2010 

YEAR (%)

SEPTEMBER  
2011 YEAR 

(NZ$000)

CHANGE FROM  
SEPTEMBER 2010 

YEAR (%)

Logs and poles (m3)  12 815 27.6 1 696 847 41.9
Sawn timber (m3)  2 027 4.2  770 416 –7.1
Pulp (t)   800 0.7  620 589 1.2
Paper and paperboard (t)10   390 1.4  398 930 7.2
Panel products (m3)   928 12.7  471 945 7.6
Other forestry products – –  601 042 8.8
Total forestry exports9 – – 4 559 769 13.9
Total exports – – 44 979 278 12.5
Forestry percentage of total exports – – 10.1% –
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Annual production and trade for the 
year ending 30 September 2011
!e total value of forestry exports increased NZ$558.1 million 
(13.9 percent) to NZ$4.6 billion, due to sustained high levels of 
log exports over the year ending 30 September 2011. Forestry 
comprises 10.1 percent of New Zealand’s total merchandise 
exports in this period, compared with 10.0 percent in the year 
ending 30 September 2010.

ROUNDWOOD REMOVALS
New Zealand roundwood removals increased 
2.7 million cubic metres (11.4 percent) to an estimated 
26.1 million cubic metres.

EXPORT LOGS
Total log export earnings were up NZ$501.2 million 
(41.9 percent) to NZ$1.7 billion while export log volumes 
increased 27.6 percent to 12.8 million cubic metres over the year 
ending 30 September 2011.

China continues to dominate New Zealand’s log export market, 
with earnings and volumes up NZ$396.0 million (58.1 percent) 
to NZ$1.1 billion and 2.4 million cubic metres (42.6 percent) to 
8.1 million cubic metres respectively.

SAWN TIMBER PRODUCTION
New Zealand sawn timber production fell 270 000 cubic metres 
(6.7 percent) to 3.8 million cubic metres over the year ending 
30 September 2011. 

SAWN TIMBER EXPORTS
While sawn timber export earnings fell 7.1 percent to 
NZ$770.4 million, volumes increased 4.2 percent to 2.0 million 
cubic metres.

Table 2: Quarterly export quantities6

  SEPTEMBER 2011 
 QUARTER (000)

CHANGE FROM  
SEPTEMBER 2010 

QUARTER (%)

Logs and poles (m3)  3 248 19.5
Sawn timber (m3)   538 3.1
Pulp (t)   212 8.9
Fibreboard7 S S
Plywood (m3)   27 24.5
Particleboard (m3)   21 17.0

Table 3: Quarterly export values6, 8

  SEPTEMBER 2011 
 QUARTER (000)

CHANGE FROM  
SEPTEMBER 2010 

QUARTER (%)

Logs and poles  376 789 25.8
Sawn timber  200 182 –13.6
Pulp  150 636 –1.1
Fibreboard  61 348 1.0
Plywood  39 781 22.3
Particleboard  11 910 –0.6
Other forestry products  271 237 –6.6
Total forestry exports 1 111 883 3.0

Figure 5: Log exports by country of destination – annual earnings
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